Dr. Geraldo Alckmin

Exmo. Governador do Estado de São Paulo

Palácio dos Bandeirantes

Av.Morumbi, 4580 – Morumbi

05698.900 – São Paulo – SP. Brasil

E.mail saopaulo@sp.gov.br
  March 2005

Subject: Case n. 1167/04 – Fourth Criminal Court of São Bernardo do Campo. 

Review case 103/04 – Chief Magistrate of the Judicial Police and penal establishments of São Paulo.

Dear Mr Alckmin, 

Having received information from the International Federation of ACAT (Action by Christians for the Abolition of Torture), which has consultative status with the United Nations, I am writing to express my great concern at the circumstances surrounding the conduct of the above trials.  The trials are concerned with torture inflicted on five young people on 18 February 2004 at São Bernardo do Campo.

ACAT Brazil, which is in touch with the complainants, protests at the fact that the accused (military policemen) have been released from custody even though the victims and their families have received death threats.  It is also concerned at the many irregularities that have marred the trial. ACAT's four lawyers have been prevented from defending their clients by divisional court judge Ely Amioka who, at the request of the accused, decided last September to hold the trial in camera, so that ACAT was unable to follow the proceedings. 

We know that you are concerned to uphold human rights and their basic texts (Brazil's Constitution and laws and the international treaties and conventions that your country has ratified).  This is why we are appealing to your high authority to take steps to ensure that the trial is impartial. 

We hope that you will respond favourably to our request and that those who commit crimes of torture will not go unpunished.

Yours sincerely,
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