
 

 
JOINT OPEN LETTER TO THE PRESIDENT OF SRI LANKA  

ON THE IMMINENT RESUMPTION OF EXECUTIONS1 
 

 
 

His Excellency Maithripala Sirisena 
President of Sri Lanka 

Presidential Secretariat 
Galle Face, 

Colombo 1, Sri Lanka 
 
 
 

1 July 2019 
 
 
Dear President,  
 
On behalf of the World Coalition Against the Death Penalty and 52 other co-
signing organizations, I am writing out of our grave concern at the 
announcement that four executions are scheduled to be carried out 
imminently in Sri Lanka.2 We respectfully ask you to halt plans to resume the 
implementation of the death penalty in the country  for the first time in more 
than 40 years, and establish an official moratorium on all executions as a first 
step towards abolition.   
 
We represent more than 150 member organizations from all regions of the 
world, united in the effort to end the death penalty globally. We have long held 
Sri Lanka as a positive example in the Asia-Pacific region of a country which, 
despite adverse circumstances and prolonged internal conflict, has not 
wavered from its positive record of not implementing the death penalty. We 
have cherished the cooperation that several Sri Lankan officials have 
extended to us, including attending and contributing to debates that we held 
as part of two World Congresses Against the Death Penalty.3 Since the 
reports that you have signed four execution warrants have come to light, 
however, the eyes of the world have turned to Sri Lanka with great 
apprehension.  
 
We are alarmed as the resumption of executions in Sri Lanka would set the 
country against the global trend away from the death penalty, as well as its 
track record over the past 40 years. It would also see Sri Lanka act in 
contravention of its obligations under international law. Executions for drug-
related offences are prohibited under international human rights law, as they 
do not meet the threshold of the “most serious crimes” to which the use of 
this punishment must be restricted in countries that have not yet abolished 
it.4 State practice and decreasing figures in drug executions in recent years 
also suggest that the world is steady in its rejection of the implementation of 
death sentences  for drug-related offences.5  
 

                                                                        

1 The text of the letter has been translated into Sinhalese and included in Annex at the end of this 
document.  
2 Reuters, "Sri Lanka reinstates death penalty for drug crimes ahead of polls", 26 June 2019, 
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-sri-lanka-drugs/sri-lanka-president-signs-death-penalty-for-four-
drugs-convicts-idUSKCN1TR0EA?feedType=RSS&feedName=worldNews  
3 Hon.Thalatha Atukorale, Minister of Justice and Prison Reforms, attended the 7th World Congress 
Against the Death Penalty in 2019; Hon. Mangala Samareweera, then Minister of Foreign Affairs, 
attended the 6th World Congress Against the Death Penalty in June 2016.  
4 Article 6.2 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights 
5 Only four countries (China, Iran, Saudi Arabia, Singapore) reported executions for drug-related 
offences in 2018. Information was not available for Viet Nam. See also Amnesty International, 
“Death sentences and executions in 2018” (ACT 50/9870/2019), April 2019; Harm Reduction 
International, “The Death Penalty for Drug Offences: Global Overview 2018”, February 2019. 
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There is no evidence that the death penalty has a unique deterrent effect. As recently as March 2019, the 
UN has reiterated in unequivocal terms that the application of the death penalty for drug-related offences 
does not respect the spirit of the international drug-control conventions and has the potential to become 
an obstacle to effective cross-border and international cooperation against drug trafficking.6  
 
We look to you as the country’s highest authority to preserve Sri Lanka’s untainted record of more than 
four decades without any executions, as well as the country’s prominent role among the 142 countries that 
are abolitionist in law or practice at international forums and within our movement. We encourage you to 
do everything in your power to stop executions in Sri Lanka and consign the death penalty to the history 
books. 
 
We thank you in advance for your consideration and remain at your disposal should you want to discuss 
the matter further. 
 
Yours sincerely,  
 

 

Kevin Miguel Rivera Medina 
President – World Coalition Against the Death Penalty 
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6 UN Chief Executives Board, “What we have learned over the last ten years: A summary of knowledge acquired and produced by the UN 
system on drug-related matters”, UN doc.E/CN.7/2019/CRP.10, 13 March 2019 
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� ෙනාමැත.  

ජාතS තර 5ෂමා සං"ධානෙL "2018 වQෂය 
ළ මර�ය ද�ඩන සහ �ස ගසා දැ}1" (ACT 50/9870/2019), 2019 අෙ~H; 

ජාතS තර හා� අවම -.ෙ1 සං"ධානය, “ම�hවS හා ආiත වැරj සඳහා මර�ය ද�ඩනය ලබා Mම: ෙග�Kය සමාෙල�චනය 

2018”, 2019 ෙපබරවාx ද බල න. 



ස1C	වල උන [වට ග� ෙනාකරන බව� ම�hවS =වාහනය -.මට එෙර� ඵලදා� ෙcශා තර සහ 

ජාතS තර සහෙය�]තාවය ස1බ ධෙය  බාධාව5 ඇ	 ^ෙ1 හැ-යාව5 ඇ	 "ය හැ- බව�ය.11 

 

-B[ මර�ය ද�ඩනය5 ෙනාමැ	 දශක හතරකට අ�ක �කැළැH ( ලංකා වාQතාව ආර5ෂා කර 

ගැWෙ1 ඉහළම බලා�කාxය ෙලස�, ජාතS තර සංසදවලM සහ අපෙ6 වSාපාරය 
ළ W	ය ෙහ� 

භා"තය  
ළ අෙහ�B කරන රටවH 142 අතර රෙ| =Cඛ �+කාව ෙලස� ජාතS තර සංසදවල සහ 

අපෙ6 සං"ධානය 
ළ �තSා'�ල සහ පxචය 
ළ අ; ඔබ ෙකෙර� බලාෙපාෙරා�
 තබා BIC. ( 

ලංකාව 
ළ මර�ය ද�ඩනය නතර -.ම සඳහා ඔබෙ6 බලය 
ළ සෑම ෙදය5ම -.මට අ; ඔබ jxම� 

කරන අතර මර�ය ද�ඩනය ( ලංකාෙ) ඉ	හාස ෙපා�වලට භාර Mමට� කටG
 කරන ෙම  අ; 

ඔබෙග  උද5ම ඉHලා BIC.  

 

ෙමම ක�ණ සැල-Hලට ගැWම ස1බ ධෙය  අ; ඔබ
මාට ෙබෙහ"  ස්�	ව ත වන අතර ඔබට 

-Bය1 ක�ණ5 ස1බ ධෙය  වැ*[ර සාක�ඡා -.මට ඇ�න1 අ; ඕනෑම අවස්ථාවක ඊට �දාන1ව 

BIන බව කා��කව දැ'1 ෙදC. 

 

 

}ට "ශ්වාf, 

 

 

 

 
 

Kevin Miguel Rivera Medina 

මර�ය ද�ඩනයට එෙර� ෙල�ක සභාගෙL අධS5ෂ 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                        

11එ5ස� ජාs ෙ6 "ධායක ම�ඩලය, “ප0dය වසර දහය 
ළ අ; උග� දෑ ෙමානවාද: ම�hවS ආiත ක�\ ස1බ ධෙය  

එ5ස� ජාs ෙ6ෙ6 සං"ධානය "B  ලබාග� සහ ඉjxප� කළ දැ'ම ;oබඳ සාරාංශය5”, UN doc.E/CN.7/2019/CRP.10, 

13 2019 මාQ
 


